Elia Saikaly - Filmmaker/Adventurer/Inspirational Speaker

Elia Saikaly is a Canadian social entrepreneur whose award-winning films, global adventures and dynamic public engagement initiatives inspire others to FIND their most meaningful LIFE and spark positive change.  

On May 22, 2010, he not only stood on top of the World, but shared the journey with 

20, 000 Canadian youth in their classrooms using HDVideo, skype and social media sites such as facebook and twitter. The campaign taught students that they had the power to change the world and resulted in funds being raised for an international charity for orphaned children.
Whether he’s traveling with a nomadic tribe in the Sahara, climbing the world’s highest peaks, (4 Everest Expeditions + 5 of the Seven Summits) or communing with polar bears in the Far North—Elia has proven himself to have the determination, stamina, skill, resourcefulness and vision required to meet the greatest of challenges.  

As an adventure filmmaker, he has successfully broadcast back webisodes to networks such as CTV, NBC, CBC, and RDS from some of the most inhospitable environments on the planet.  

When not behind the camera, as an inspirational speaker, Elia brings his intense passion for filmmaking and adventure to the stage bringing the audience to the most beautiful and treacherous places in the world.  Targeted for youth, public and corporate audiences, each presentation is rich with extraordinary humanity, inspiring messages, practical wisdom and jaw-dropping personal accounts. 

Once an actor, model, musician and muchmusic reporter, Elia is no stranger to being in front of the camera. He is the new Adventurer on an Innovative new Non-Profit Webchannel called WIGUP (While I grow Up), the Media Mentor for Kids. 

Elia is also the dynamic host of a new television adventure series featuring Canada’s 15 UNESCO World Heritage Sites called « La part du monde ».  The 15-part series is scheduled to air on TFO in February 2011.
Elia spends a lot of his time working with charitable organizations like the Ottawa Friends of Tibet, Childhaven International and Moving Mountains Trust. He recently led an initiative with FindingLife to build a well in Nepal for children in need with the help of students across Eastern Ontario. He is currently leading a Canadian based initiative in an effort to build classrooms for children in Kenya.

He is the founder of FindingLife and FindingLife Films. And currently lives in Ottawa, Canada.

